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The pastoral epistles of Paul to the two pastors in Crete and Ephesus are a part of the Pauline corpus in the New Testament. The apostle associated with Timothy as a son and living him to lead the Ephesians, Paul thought it necessary to address the several issues that may be of importance in a church. Both of these letters are meant to enhance the relationship between pastors and the congregation and even among the congregation. Even though the epistles were targeting the young churches of Ephesus and Crete, the theological foundations encompassed in the letters are applicable in the 21st century too. 
The theological themes used by Paul to address Timothy and Titus revolved around teaching, leadership, mission, prayer and worship (salvation), and the church activities. The first letter of Paul to Timothy was meant to encourage him and his faith as well as affirm his leadership in the church. The apostle tells his mentee that doctrine or beliefs affect the true meaning of the gospel. The false teachers who had been spreading myths and speculations that are not based on the true biblical foundations were tearing the church apart. Paul says “command certain people not to teach false doctrines any longer” (1 Tim 1:3). Pastors are charged with the task of promoting the gospel and opposing false teachings which “promote controversial speculations rather than advancing God’s work” (1 Tim 1:4). 
Again, the Church in Ephesus was having troubles in selecting and training new leaders. In this case, Paul writes a guideline that is meant to help the young church be successful t selecting the best leaders. Paul says that the way God has ordered things in a household, so should a church adopt. Therefore, a leader is supposed to “above reproach, faithful to his wife, temperate, self-controlled, respectable, hospitable, not a lover of money, not violent” (1 Tim 3:2). He justifies this by asking “if anyone does not know how to manage his own family, how can he take care of God’s church?” (1 Tim 3:5). On the other hand, Titus is also urged to test leaders first before letting them control the house of the Lord. In Titus 1:7, Paul tells Titus that “an overseer manages God’s household, he must be blameless- not overbearing, not quick-tempered, not given to drunkenness, not violent”. The theological foundation here is a good leadership that portrays Godliness should be of moral trustworthiness and integrity. 
Regarding matters of prayer and worship in the church, Paul is keen to point out that our engagement with the creation can only be sanctified by prayer. Paul says that false teachers are quick to separate people from God’s creations by forbidding “people to marry and order them to abstain from certain foods” (1 Tim 4:3). The apostle reminds the congregation in Ephesus that God is the creator and everything that He created “is good, and nothing is to be rejected if it is received with thanksgiving, because it is considered by the word of God and prayer” (1 Tim4:4-5). In the epistle of Titus, the apostle encourages the leaders to set a good example for the congregation. In order to shame the false teachers, Paul says “set them an example by doing what is good” (Titus 2:7). The Lord purified Christians so that we can be of good deeds for the sake of the Gospel. He says “Jesus Christ gave himself for us to redeem us from all wickedness and to purify for himself a people of his very own” (Titus 2:13-14). 
In this case, the teachers of the word are encouraged to rebuke false teachings with all authority and by setting a good example for the congregation. It is not just the 1st-century church that Paul is addressing but also the 21st-century church. Leaders should show character by the way they interact with family, carry themselves around (morality), and show opposition to the speculations created to deceive the true followers of Christ.  
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